Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 6, 2026

Prelude Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive Hillert/Raabe

Pastoral Greeting



Confession and Absolution

Hymn of Invocation: “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” LSB 843

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

(P)

(P)

In the name of the Father and of the *I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive
our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His
sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ,
and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Service of the Word

Introit (Chanted Responsively) Ps.92:1-4; antiphon: Ps. 92:5
*
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How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!
It is good to give thanks | to the Lorp,*
to sing praises to your name, | O Most High;
to declare your steadfast love in the | morning,*
and your faithful- | ness by night,
to the music of the lute | and the harp,*
to the melody | of the lyre.
For you, O LORD, have made me glad | by your work;*
at the works of your hands | | sing for joy.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
How great are your works, | O LORD!*
Your thoughts are | very deep!
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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and for the uni-ty of all let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house

and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.




[3)
Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord.
H |
b’ 4 | I | |
frn— > (@) |
ANIV I bt | |
Y] |
A - men.
This Is the Feast
f) 4 | N e |
o AL 5 Py | | | | | I ) I [ — | N
D — I
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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for the Lamb who was slain has be - gun  His reign.
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Salutation and Collect of the Day: Proper 18 (Year A)
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(P) The Lord be with you.
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P} Let us pray.
O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things
that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Old Testament Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9

"So you, son of man, | have made a watchman for the house of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. 8If | say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and you
do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked person
shall die in his iniquity, but his blood | will require at your hand. °But if you
warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his way,
that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your soul.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual (Sung by Chancel Choir) ps. 34:9, 19, alt. von Kampen
Fear the LORD, you his saints,
for those who fear him lack nothing!
Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

Epistle: Romans 13:1-10
'Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.
Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has appointed,
and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a terror to good
conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is in authority?



Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, *for he is God's
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear
the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger who carries out
God's wrath on the wrongdoer. °Therefore one must be in subjection, not
only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake of conscience. ®For the same
reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending
to this very thing. ’Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are
owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed,
honor to whom honor is owed.

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and
any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” "°Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Alleluia and Verse
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Al-le - lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.

Holy Gospel: Matthew 18:1-20
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
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Glo-ry to You, O Lord.



At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?” ?And calling to him a child, he put him in the midst
of them 3and said, “Truly, | say to you, unless you turn and become like
children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. *Whoever humbles
himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

>"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, ®but whoever
causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be better for
him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be drowned in
the depth of the sea.

""Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And
if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is
better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet
to be thrown into the eternal fire. °And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it
out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with
two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire.

10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For | tell you that in
heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven. '"For
the Son of Man came to save the lost. "®What do you think? If a man has a
hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not leave the
ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went astray?
13And if he finds it, truly, | say to you, he rejoices over it more than over the
ninety-nine that never went astray. So it is not the will of my Father who is
in heaven that one of these little ones should perish.

15>"1f your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you
and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. ®But if he
does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may
be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. "If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the
church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. "®Truly, | say to you,
whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. ®Again | say to you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father



in heaven. 2°For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am |
among them.”

P} This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O Christ.
Sit
Hymn of the Day: My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker LSB 820
(Choir sings verse 3)
Sermon
Stand

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;



and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and

the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and
glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life "I~ of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering

Offerings may be left in the plates as you leave (located on either side of the fireplace),
mailed to Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 11453 E Wesley Ave, Aurora, CO 80014, or you may
give online at https://mtolc.org.

Offertory
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What shall I ren - der to the Lord forall His ben - e-fits to



me? I will of-fer the sac-ri - fice of thanks - giv-ing and will
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vows to the Lord now in the pres-ence of all His peo - ple, in the
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Welcome Christian friends! Please respect what we believe, teach and confess regarding the
Lord’s Supper.
e Holy Communion is a confession of faith. If you are not currently a confessing member

of a Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod congregation please make an appointment to
speak with the pastor before communing.

e We celebrate Holy Communion in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says,
our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to
eat and drink for the forgiveness of sins.

e If you are not communing, but would like to come forward for a blessing, please cross
your arms over your chest.

Service of the Sacrament

Preface
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P The Lord be  with you.
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And al-so with you.
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(P) Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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(P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right  to give Him thanks and praise.

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He died on
the cross and rose from the dead to put an end to death, thus fulfilling
Your will and gaining for You a holy people. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
(P] Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh
to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and
His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O
Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit.
Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do
in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the
earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in
His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver
and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship,
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

(P)

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,



but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
(P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread,
and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples
and said: "Take, eat; this is My I body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had
given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup
is the new testament in My "t blood, which is shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me."
Pax Domini
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world;
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have mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, You take a-way the
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grant us peace, grant us  peace.
Sit
Distribution
Distribution Hymn: Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways LSB 707
Distribution Hymn: Lord Jesus Christ, We Humbly Pray LSB 623
Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us
through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You
would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in
fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

Sit

Farewell and Godspeed to a Pastor Entering Retirement
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Pastor Robert Harmon is retiring from
his pastorate at this congregation. At this time of farewell and Godspeed,
let us hear the Word of the Lord.

Philippians 1:3-8
| thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of
mine for you all making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership
in the gospel from the first day until now. And | am sure of this, that he



who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of
Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because |
hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in
my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For
God is my witness, how | yearn for you all with the affection of Christ
Jesus.

1 Corinthians 15:58

Be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.

Psalm 121:1-2; 90:1-2, 10, 14, 16-17

| lift up my eyes to the hills.

From where does my help come?

My help comes from the LoRbD,
who made heav’'n and earth.

Lord, you have been our dwelling place
in all generations.

Before the mountains were brought forth,

or ever you had formed the earth and the world,
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty;
yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly
away.

Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

Let your work be shown to your servants,
and your glorious power to their children.

Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and establish the work

of our hands upon us;
yes, establish the work of our hands!

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;



as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Prayer

Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks for all the blessings You have
bestowed on this congregation through the ministry of Your servant
Robert. By Your Holy Spirit grant him grace that, by his example of
faithful devotion to Your Word, he may continue to be a blessing to
many. In Your mercy support and strengthen him, and grant him a
cheerful spirit, peace, and blessedness; through Your Son, Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

Go in peace and joy.
Amen.



Hymn (Sung by Chancel Choir, congregation joins in when directed)

Until We Meet Again
Congregation
TUNE: GOD BE WITH YOU
by William Tomer, 1880

(Please sing when directed)
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God be with you till we meet  a - gain.
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Stand

Benediction

£ #

o -

o — 20
ANV o r - PP
S P~

(P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and I+ give you peace.
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Hymn to Depart: Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649
Postlude Blest Be the Tie That Binds Henkelmann
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Pastor — Rev. Robert Harmon

Organist — Karen Montross

Elders — Duane Asmus, Keith Einspahr
Chancel Choir — Mark Elmshauser, director
Ushers — Laurie Knight, Mike Brown
Greeter — Laurie Knight

Altar Guild - Kathy Leising, Doris Kilgore



The altar flowers are given by Dennis and Kathy Bodemann in
celebration of Noah's 7" birthday and by Diane and Kent Van Stone
for Pastor Harmon's retirement.

This Week
9/6 Sunday 10 AM Traditional Worship
9/8 Tuesday 1PM Praise Team
9/9 Wednesday 5PM Chamber Ensemble
6 PM Bel Canto
7 PM Chancel Choir
9/10 Thursday 1PM Glory Circle
9/13  Sunday 8:30 AM Traditional Worship
9:30 AM Fellowship
10 AM Sunday School & Bible Class
10 AM Call Committee
11 AM Contemporary Worship
12 PM Spirit Ringers
12 PM Ladies Bible Study
12 PM Men's Bible Study

See The Loop for a complete list of activities and details at mtolc.org

Thank you for your care and dedication to our
congregation, Pastor Harmon!
May the Lord continue to guide your steps into
retirement.

Mount Olive Lutheran Church
11453 E. Wesley Avenue, Aurora, CO 80014
303.755.9123 mtolc.org




